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[Abstract:] Quality of S.S.D. handled per Day & Force required to do it. 
Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 


July 9, 1885 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent: - 


Sir, - 

In reply to your desire to know what time will be necessary to produce the balance of the 
quota assigned to this Mint for the month of July. I have the honor to state that the balance due is 
$1,462,000. It is not safe to count on more than 19 working days to insure the result desired. To 
produce $1,462,000 will take say 972 melts of Silver Dollar Ingots — estimating 19 days left for 
work this will require 51 melts per day. This number of melts per day should produce $77,000 
daily. 

A safe estimate of this Mint’s Coining Department per day of 8 hours is $50,000 in 
Standard Dollars. At this rate $75,000 per day could be produced in 12 hours; - throwing aside 
contingencies arising from breakage of machinery or working bad metal, I believe 12 hours a day 


will produce the amount required. 


This estimate is based upon the present working force of my Department, which is as 
follows: - 


4 Rolls, with 13 men to operate them, - 12 as Rollers, and 1 as Prover. 


6 Furnaces, with 10 men to operate, - 9 directly with Furnaces, and 1| to look after the 
work. 


4 Draw-Benches, with 4 men to operate them. 
1 man at pointing Rolls. 

2 men to grease strips. 

3 men as cutters. 

3 men as tenders of clippings. 

3 men as provers of planchets. 

1 man to superintend. 


1 man at Cutting Shears. 
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1 man at Hoisting Machine. 
4 men employed in Wash Room. 


5 men in Cleaning Room, annealing, whitening, riddling and drying Planchets. To bring 
the capacity of this room up to amount required by 12 hours would necessitate the temporary 
employment of 4 men from the Laborer’s Roll, of the Superintendent’s Department. 


The Adjusting Room can do $51,000 in 8 hours, and the Assorting Machines can produce 
about $26,000 additional. By running the Machines 12 hours the necessary amount can be gotten 
out without employing the Adjusting Room longer than 8 hours. 


The Coining Room can do all that is required in the 8 hours, excepting the Selectors, 4 
Miller, 3 with 1 man to assist, and 3 men for gathering up the Coin and Blanks, and the running 
of the Assorting Machines, as already stated. 


3 Ladies and 2 men will be required at the Counting Table, - not necessarily every day 
over-time, but as occasion demands, to count and weigh the coin for delivery to the 
Superintendent, and not allow it to accumulate as it comes from the presses; but it should be 
stated that about | hours is required for the delivery in the morning. 


It will be my pleasure at all times to assist in producing the largest output within the least 
possible time. 


This will of course necessitate the use of the steam-power under your supervision. 
Iam, Very Respectfully your Obdt. Svt. 


WSS. Steel 
Coiner 


